Qatar introduction

High-class lifting, showering world records in Qatar
How long we had been waiting for World Championships to come about again! The fourteen months devoid of real worldwide events in weightlifting since the end of the Athens Olympic Games seemed just too long.
But it was not only hunger for top-level lifting, due to “deprivation”, that the Weightlifting Family were feeling but also a good deal of curiosity. Namely, the first world championships following the Olympic Games are always an indication for the future. That is when the new national squads are recruited with a view to the next Olympic Games. Retirements from a competitive career become irrevocable, whereas the younger generation gradually takes over. At world championships in post-Olympic years National Federations usually deploy talent they wish to test for the following years’ major events. Between Qatar and the 2008 Beijing Olympics there are only two world championships left – both being qualification events for the Big Showdown, by the way. 
The 74th Men’s and 17th Women’s World Championships were attended by 169 male and 112 female weightlifters. Despite the presence of a few former Olympic and world champions we can speak of a change of guards as proven by the following data:


Total Participants
Present in Athens
WC Rookie


Men
169
75
81

Women
112
28
51


In total
281
103
132

The newcomers, however, are not only numerous but also promising in terms of performance. Here is the proof:

· The men’s medals were shared by 36 lifters. Twenty-three were first-time world championship entries and 13 represented the “past”. Out of the 72 medals issued, 42 were awarded to the rookies and 30 to the former participants.
· In the women’s field 25 lifters were awarded medals. Here again, the newcomers took the lead collecting 37 medals and leaving 26 to their older colleagues.

· Another indication of high-class performance by the young is the fact that 6 male and 8 female weightlifters among the medal-winners are still in their junior years. Ilya Ilin and Qiu Le– both junior-aged – captured the total gold medals in their respective categories. (Liu Chunhong also became junior and senior world champion but it was not for the first time that this extraordinary Chinese woman achieved such success. Similarly, Wang Mingjuan also boasts multiple senior world titles while still a junior.)

Young talent coupled with perfection shone most brilliantly in the women’s 75 kg category where we were able to witness the closest and top-class contest in the entire Centennial World Championships. Three young ladies, all of them under 20 years of age, amazed the experts, former champions and opponents with what could be classified as one of the greatest fights in world championships history. Liu Chunhong, Natalia Zabolotnaia and Svetlana Podobedova were the ones whose keen battle resulted in 18 senior and junior world records.
Another mark of flourishing new talent amongst an ambitious generation is the aggregate number of world records born in Doha: 53. Here is a breakdown of the almost unprecedented abundance of world records:


Record Makers
Senior Records
Junior Records
Total

Men
2
2
6
8

Women
11
23
22
45

In total
13
25
28
53

The recorder of the record makers is Wang Mingjuan, winner of another three world champion titles in the 48kg. Wang set up 3 senior and 6 junior (9 in all) world records. Very close to her is Natalia Zabolotnaia - losing the gold to phenomenal Liu Chunhong only on bodyweight – who pinched 8 world records in all: 4 for seniors and 4 for juniors.
The Centennial World Championships in Qatar deserves the label: the “Worlds of Big Change”. Just a few of the new features:

· Vietnam captured its first world championships medals, thanks to Tuan Hoang Anh

· Ilin Ilya gave Kazakhstan its first senior world championship title. The same athlete had won the first junior world championship gold medal for that nation, in May.

· Yukio Peter presented a silver medal in clean and jerk to his country: Nauru

· Twenty-three years after his father’s, Viacheslav Klokov’s world championships hat trick, Dmitri Klokov (RUS) also collected all the three gold medals

· In the men’s lightest category Wang Shin-Yuan registered TPE on the list of nations with world champions

· Having collected world and Olympic titles in 69kg and 75kg, Thailand’s wonderful Pawina Thongsuk invaded a third bodyweight category (63kg) which she also overwhelmed – with world records
· In the +75kg Korean Jang Mi-Ran deprived China of the world champion title

· Once successful nations like POL, GRE, HUN, ARM, GEO were unable to capture any medals. Even Bulgaria had to be content with merely two bronze medals

The Doha results inevitably led to massive changes in the traditional medal tallies and team classifications.

In the men’s events 19 nations shared the medals, while in the women’s only eight countries were able to boast medal winners.

Cream of the Medal Tally

Men


Gold
Silver
Bronze
Total
CHN
10
5
1
16

RUS
5
5
1
11

KAZ
3
2
-
5

TPE
3
2
-
5



Women 

CHN
12
6
3
21

RUS
3
6
9
18

THA
4
8
3
15

China scored double honours in the team rankings: i.e. its teams were the best with both genders. Russia’s two squads also managed to finish in “medal-winning” positions. 

Team Ranking

Men


Points
No. of Lifters


1
CHN
595
8

2
RUS
545
8

3
BUL
314
5

4
ROM
291
5

5
COL
266
6

6
ARM
250
6

Women

Points
No. of Lifters


1
CHN
555
7

2
THA
511
7

3
RUS
505
7

4
COL
356
7

5
POL
305
6

6
USA
300
6

All in all, lifters performed at a very high level on the Doha stage. Substantial prize monies offered to medal winners in total and special bonuses for the world records may have served as additional inspiration. We must say thanks to the host Qatar Weightlifting & Bodybuilding Federation, in particular to its President Mr. Mohammed Yousef Al Mana, for their generous hospitality and high-class accommodation. The technical organisation was of a suitable standard  and the difficulties which were mainly due to the inexperience of the organisers were surmounted by an increased input from the IWF Secretariat and the participating international officials. 

Weightlifting’s ‘Olympic Express’ took a good start from its terminal. We are looking forward to a journey on smooth track, with stops in Dominican Republic and Thailand rich in records, good results and excitement, right until the final destination: Beijing 2008.
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