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Dear Friends,

If you have one hundred of something, it will inevitably prompt summaries. The International Weightlifting Federation is no exception to the rule and if we summarize a few of our achievements, there are some that fill us with pride. We are proud to have organised the first World Championships in weightlifting in 1891. The IWF is proud of its foundation in 1905 and the path it has covered ever since.
And we are proud of having published an international journal as early as in 1980. That’s when the ‘IWF Anniversary Magazine’ appeared (we regard it as the first number), followed in 1981 by the journal under the name ‘World Weightlifting’. We are proud of the 25 years and the uninterrupted publication of 100 issues of this magazine!

Recalling the time when we launched the magazine: we started off with serious ambitions. The IWF’s and the AIPS’s official weightlifting publication was mailed to all the National Federations, all the elected officials, all the IOC leaders and all the National Olympic Committees, as well as to the other International Sports Federations and organisations. This has not changed. But the number of issues printed and mailed has of course grown with the time. Already the first issue received very favourable repercussions; some other International Sports Federations took it as an example and launched their own, similar publications. 

World Weightlifting used to be – and still is – a new colour, a great addition to international weightlifting, to its publicity and communication. No wonder since this magazine addresses and reaches the true lovers, the true fans of weightlifting. It is an essence: weightlifting 100 per cent! It gives full reports on all the major events, it deals with the key issues of the sport of weightlifting, it introduces the stars, supplies data and statistics. Heroes of the past have regularly received exposure. Just to mention a few: Tommy Kono, Norbert Schemansky, Yuri Vlasov, Vasily Alexeev, Yurik Vardanian, Yoshinobu Miyake. 

In our changing world, World Weightlifting has meant stability, reliability and progress at the same time. The magazine’s headline design has not changed since the 1981/1 issue. Neither did the co-operation and understanding between the co-editors, the IWF and the AIPS Weightlifting Commission. This is also to be thanked to the contributions of Alain Lunzenfichter, one of the world’s most recognised sports journalists. 
As President and General Secretary of the IWF, we must thank Jenő Boskovics, Editor-in-Chief, for his professional, meticulous and fanatic work in writing and editing World Weightlifting for a quarter-of-a-century. Also deserving gratitude: Anikó Németh-Móra, Senior Editor and Director of the IWF, for giving her time and heart into translating-writing-editing and managing this publication – she too from the very first issue. Our thanks are due to further colleagues in the IWF Secretariat: Ágnes Lukácsfalvi, Editor of the Spanish edition, Judit Bartoszek, Subscription Manager. The ever-improving and creative design of World Weightlifting in the last twenty years is to be thanked to Marianna Gelányi, our Art Editor.
A special mention and thanks should go to Gottfried Schödl, IWF Honorary Life President, who has helped World Weightlifting since the very beginning and who has remained our regular contributor. 

Having arrived at the 100th World Weightlifting, se should remember those colleagues who used to add their knowledge and expertise to the journal but unfortunately cannot be with us any more: Vladan Mihajlovic, George Kirkley, Lazar Baroga, Jaromir Vitek, Henrik Tamraz, Dimitry Ivanov and Dr. Imre Móra, Anikó’s father who revised the magazine’s English stylistically.
We are grateful also to those of our sponsors and partners who have helped us all along: the ELEIKO, UESAKA and adidas companies. 

Dear Friends,

Here is World Weightlifting’s 100th issue! Take it, leaf through it and read it in good faith: the same in which we are giving it to you. And please help us through the next – similarly successful - 100 issues.

Dr. Tamás Aján




Yannis Sgouros


IWF President
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President of the Editorial Board
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